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Aims of Course and Content
Today, when the state of Israel has celebrated its 69th anniversary, the eight million Israelis are not a monolith. Most speak Hebrew and see themselves as Israelis but among them are significant variations in their language, religion, food, housing, music and life styles. This multiculturalism has produced a colorful and vibrant society which allows for an ongoing interchange of social products and lifestyles. It also generates tensions and conflicts.
The course deals with cultural and societal changes in Israel from the pre-state period to the present. It follows the efforts by the Israeli leadership of the 1940s and 1950s to foster a “Sabra” culture among immigrants to the multiculturalism of the 1990s and present-day Israel. It raises the question whether a “Jewish” melting pot paradigm accurately describes the absorption of millions of Jewish immigrants from around the world. The course follows the social, cultural and political experiences of Jews from Arab lands (Sephardim, Oriental and Adot Hamizrach (tribes of the East), Ashkenazim Jews of Europe who came after 1945, the Ultra-Orthodox, religious Zionists, Palestinian Arabs who are citizens of Israel (Muslim and Christian), Druze, and Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union and Ethiopia. Finally, attention is given to the influence of the global village and post-modern communication on Israeli society and identity.

The course examines domestic political factors which influence Israeli culture, society and national identity. Israeli politics have clearly had in impact on social and cultural phenomena. The latter in turn influences Israeli politics.  Attention will be given to the influence and impact on Israeli identity of the events surrounding the wars of 1967 and 1973. Many of the changes we see today in Israeli society had their roots in the watershed period between May 1967 and November 1973.  A portion of each class will deal with current social, cultural and religious events in Israel.
Course Requirements
You should read all assignments and watch the assigned movie before coming to class.
You might want to look at the following web sites for news articles related to the topics of this course:

Ynet (Yediot Achronot) http://www.ynetnews.com/home/0,7340,L-3083,00.html ; Haaretz http://www.haaretz.com ; 
Jerusalem Post  http://www.jpost.com/ . 
Class Meetings
Session 1.  Background. Jews in Eastern Europe at the end of the 19th century, the Zionist movement, the Yishuv and the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. 
Reading: Israel’s Declaration of Independence
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Establishment%20of%20State%20of%20Israel
Session 2. Sabra Culture—Ben Gurion’s “cultural revolution”, Bible, land, pioneering, Kibbutz, “the land”, equality and heroism.
Reading:  Almog O.  "The Sabra Genome in the Israeli Mentality", Tikkun (Israel at 60 - Special Issue), May-June 2008, http://www.tikkun.org/magazine/tik0805/politics/webarticles/almog 

Movie: “He walked through the fields”.
Session 3. Jewish immigrants from Post WWII Europe: The Ashkenazim—Holocaust survivors, Yiddish and “sheep unto slaughter”
Movie: “The Summer of Aviha”
Session 4. Jews from Arab Lands: Sephardim, Orientals—Adot Hamizrach (Black Jews, “Desert Generation,” The Other Israel.
 Reading: Avi Picard, “Like a Phoenix: The Renaissance of Sephardic/Mizrahi Identity in Israel in the 1970s and 1980s”  Israel Studies Vol 22, no. 2 (Summer 2017), pp. 1-25. 
Movie:  Salah    
Session 5. The National Religious Jews --the Knitted Kipa, settlers, messianism, Yigal Amir 
Reading: Alan Dowty The Jewish State: A Century Later (Berkeley, 2001), pp. 159-183.

Session 6. The Ultra-Orthodox Jews --Charidim—“Black hats”.
Movie:  
Kadosh   
Session 7. The Immigrants from the Former Soviet Union—Sharansky, Lieberman, “non-Jewish immigrants”, Law of Return. 
& The Ethiopian Jews— “Black” Africans in Israel

Fred Lazin. “Ethnicity and Political Clout: Education Policy to Absorb Ethiopian Immigrants, 1984-1992 in CCAR Journal, Summer 2005, 57-72.

Session 8. The Israeli Arabs—Palestinian, citizens of Israel, “An Israel for all its citizens”. 
Alan Dowty The Jewish State: A Century Later (Berkeley, 2001), pp. 184-215..

Ahmad Sa’di “Catastrophe, Memory and Identity: Al-Nakbah as a Component of Palestinian Identity” Israel Studies 7 (2) Summer 2002: 175-198.
Movie:  Kashua documentary “Forever Scared”  
Session 9.  The Future of Israel's Dominant Culture—Global village, malls, Mc Donalds, MTV.
Almog, O. "The Globalization of Israel: Transformations" in: Shapira A. (ed.) Israeli Identity in Transition (Series on Jewish and Israeli Studies), Leslie Stein, Series Editor, Praeger Press, Westport Connecticut, London, 2004, pp. 233-257.
Session 10.  Summary of the Course.

Reading: Fred Lazin, “Israel’s Changing Collective Identity.” The Adler Seminar on the Future of Dilemmas in Israeli & American Jewish Identities, Occasional Papers in Jewish History & Thought, Hunter College Jewish Studies Program, 2002. 
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